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Since the convention expressly states that each of the high contract- 
ing parties engage to respect and maintain the treaties, conventions, 
and other arrangements concluded between China and Japan, between 
China and Russia, and between Japan and Eussia, it therefore accords 
with and confirms the principles of the engagements made between Japan 
and Eussia by the Treaty of Peace in 1905, 1 and those of the Treaty 
and Agreement made between China and Japan relating to matters in 
the three eastern provinces. 2 For by Article 3 of the Eusso-Japanese 
Treaty of Peace, Eussia and Japan mutually engage to restore entirely 
and completely to the exclusive administration of China all portions of 
Manchuria, and declare that the Imperial Governments have not in 
Manchuria any territorial advantages or preferential or exclusive con- 
cessions in impairment of Chinese sovereignty, or inconsistent with the 
principle of equal opportunity; and by Article 4 Japan and Russia re- 
ciprocally engage not to obstruct any general measures common to all 
countries which China may take for the development of the commerce 
and industry of Manchuria. In the same year Japan and China named 
their plenipotentiaries, and agreed upon and concluded Articles at Pe- 
king, based upon the Treaty of Peace concluded at Portsmouth, and 
relating to matters in the three Manchurian provinces, whereby the open- 
ing of Manchuria becomes an accomplished fact. 

The Imperial Government will therefore in the future act in accord- 
ance with the principles declared in the Russo-Japanese Treaty of Peace, 
and execute the provisions of the Treaty and Agreement with Japan, 
maintaining with increased efforts such matters as measures arising from 
the exercise of China's rights of sovereignty, the principle of equal op- 
portunity, and the development of the commercial and industrial pros- 
perity of the three Manchurian provinces, with a view to the promotion 
of the best interests of all parties. 

A copy of the above acknowledgment has been presented to the govern- 
ments of all the countries with which China enjoys treaty and diplomatic 
relations. 

PROCLAMATION OF JAPAN ANNEXING KOREA. 

Notwithstanding the earnest and laborious work of reform in the 
administration of Korea in which the Governments of Japan and Korea 
have been engaged for more than four years since the conclusion of the 

i Supplement, 1 : 17. 

2 This Supplement, p. 307. 
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Agreement of 1905, the existing system of government in that country 
has not proved entirely equal to the duty of preserving public order and 
tranquillity; and, in addition, the spirit of suspicion and misgiving 
dominates the whole peninsula. 

In order to maintain peace and stability in Korea, to promote the 
prosperity and welfare of Koreans, and at the same time to ensure the 
safety and repose of foreign residents, it has been made abundantly clear 
that fundamental changes in the actual regime of government are abso- 
lutely essential. The Governments of Japan and Korea, being convinced 
of the urgent necessity of introducing reforms responsive to the require- 
ments of the situation and of furnishing sufficient guarantee for the 
future, have, with the approval of his Majesty the Emperor of Japan and 
his Majesty the Emperor of Korea, concluded, through their respective 
plenipotentiaries, a treaty providing for complete annexation of Korea 
to the Empire of Japan. By virtue of that important act, which shall 
take effect on its promulgation on August 29, 1910, the Imperial Govern- 
ment of Japan undertake the entire government and administration of 
Korea, and they hereby declare that the matters relating to foreigners 
and foreign trade in Korea shall be conducted in accordance with the 
following rules : — 

1. Treaties hitherto concluded by Korea with foreign powers ceasing 
to be operative, Japan's existing treaties will, so far as practicable, be 
applied to Korea. Foreigners resident in Korea will, so far as con- 
ditions permit, enjoy the same rights and immunities as in Japan proper, 
and the protection of their legally acquired rights subject in all cases to 
the jurisdiction of Japan. The Imperial Government of Japan are 
ready to consent that the jurisdiction in respect of the cases actually 
pending in any foreign Consular Court in Korea at the time the Treaty 
of Annexation takes effect shall remain in such Court until final decision. 

2. Independently of any conventional engagements formerly existing 
on the subject, the Imperial Government of Japan will for a period of 
ten years levy upon goods imported into Korea from foreign countries or 
exported from Korea to foreign countries and upon foreign vessels enter- 
ing any of the open ports of Korea the same import or export duties and 
the same tonnage dues as under the existing schedules. The same im- 
port or export duties and tonnage dues as those to be levied upon the 
aforesaid goods and vessels will also for a period of ten years be applied 
in respect of goods imported into Korea from Japan or exported from 
Korea to Japan and Japanese vessels entering any of the open ports of 
Korea. 
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3. The Imperial Government of Japan will also permit for a period 
of ten years vessels under flags of the powers having treaties with Japan 
to engage in the coasting trade between the open ports of Korea and 
between those ports and any open port of Japan. 

4. The existing open ports of Korea, with the exemption of Masampo, 
will be continued as open ports, and in addition Shiwiju will be newly 
opened so that vessels, foreign as well as Japanese, will there be admitted 
and goods may be imported into and exported from these ports. 



TREATY ANNEXING KOREA TO JAPAN. 

August 29, 1910. 

His Majesty the Emperor of Japan and his Majesty the Emperor of 
Korea, having in view the special and close relations between their 
respective countries, desiring to promote the common weal of the two 
nations and to assure permanent peace in the Extreme East, and being 
convinced that these objects can be best attained by the annexation of 
Korea to the Empire of Japan, have resolved to conclude a treaty of such 
annexation and have, for that purpose, appointed as their plenipoten- 
tiaries, that is to say, his Majesty the Emperor of Japan Viscount Masa- 
kata Terauchi, his Resident-General, and his Majesty the Emperor of 
Korea Ye Wan Yeng, his Minister- President of State, who upon mutual 
conference and deliberation have agreed to the following articles: — 

Article I. His Majesty the Emperor of Korea makes complete and 
permanent cession to his Majesty the Emperor of Japan of all rights of 
sovereignty over the whole of Korea. 

Article II. His Majesty the Emperor of Japan accepts the cession 
mentioned in the preceding article and consents to the complete annexa- 
tion of Korea to the Empire of Japan. 

Article III. His Majesty the Emperor of Japan will accord to their 
Majesties the Emperor and ex-Emperor and his Imperial Highness the 
Crown Prince of Korea and their consorts and heirs such titles, dignities, 
and honors as are appropriate to their respective ranks, and sufficient 
annual grants will be made for the maintenance of such titles, dignities 
and honors. 

Article IV. His Majesty the Emperor of Japan will also accord appro- 
priate honor and treatment to the members of the Imperial House of 
Korea and their heirs other than those mentioned in the preceding article, 



